GrammarWis

Unlocking Adjectives: A Simple Guide to
Participles

Welcome! You already know that a standard adjective is a word that describes a noun (a
person, place, or thing). But what if we want to use an action—a verb—to describe
something?

This is where participle adjectives come in. They are verbs that have been transformed to act
like adjectives, most often ending in -ing or -ed. This guide will make the difference between
them perfectly clear.

Present Participles (-ing): Describing the Cause

A present participle adjective describes the person or thing that is the cause of a feeling or
situation. In other words, it describes the one that makes something happen.

e  The boring lecture made the students sleepy.
e  That was a truly amazing performance.
*  The frightening noise came from the attic.

The Main Idea: Notice how each '-ing' word describes the thing that causes a feeling (the
lecture causes boredom, the performance causes amazement, the noise causes fright).

Now that we see how '-ing' words describe the cause, let's look at how '-ed' words describe
the effect.

Past Participles (-ed): Describing the Feeling

A past participle adjective describes the person or thing that is experiencing a feeling or
action. In short, it describes the one who receives the effect.

e The bored students fell asleep during the lecture.
*  The amazed audience gave a standing ovation.
e The frightened child hid under the bed.

The Main Idea: In these examples, the '-ed' word describes the noun that is feeling or
receiving the effect of the action.



The real magic happens when we put these two ideas side-by-side.

Putting It All Together: The Key Difference

Cause (Present Participle -ing) Effect (Past Participle -ed)

The news was shocking. We were shocked by the news.
The long hike was tiring. The tired hikers rested by the trail.
The comedian's jokes were amusing. The amused crowd laughed loudly.

Remember the Rule: The —ing form describes the thing that causes the feeling. The —ed
form describes the one who hasthe feeling.

Let's recap the core rules one last time.
A Quick Recap

*  Present Participles (-1ing) describe the person or thing that causes an emotion or
state. (The movie was exciting.)

e  Past Participles (—ed) describe the person or thing that experiences or feels an
emotion. (The excited audience cheered.)

With this simple rule in your toolkit, you've mastered a tricky but powerful piece of English
grammar!



